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the type of forest usual in temperate climates and it is
everywhere less dense than in the lowlands The plateau
areas at 8 000 1 000 feet are grasslands with very little tree
growth The whole Pacific slope in Colombia and Ecuador
it should be noted is a forest region and distinct in every
particular from the slope farther south
3   Production
Such conquest of these tropical shore lands as has
been effected by man writes Dr Shanahan has been at
great cost of life and has been singularly incomplete
Conquest of tropical conditions has not been earned to the
lengths attained in Malaya or West Africa and the reason
is not far to seek Almost everywhere in lowlands and
uplands the forest makes settlement dependent upon great
effort But life is easy where foods like the banana the
coco nut and mandioca are so abundant and in such a
climate it is difficult for white and coloured people to be
energetic
But the tropical lowlands of South America on the
Pacific slope have shared in the greater attention that the
world has been paying in recent years to its equatorial
regions The exploitation of the rich mineral deposits which
were the main attraction of the interior for Europeans made
some survey of the coastal area a necessity and so a
desultory sort of settlement followed Later Europe s need
of sugar forced on the cultivation of some districts but that
is about the full extent of settlement at the present time.
The lessons of jungle warfare may accelerate development
after the war
The inland slopes facing the incoming rain bearing winds
have a better record Here are found the best conditions
for many kinds of tropical agriculture and the climate is